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Nachtigal, and Van Norman and Senators Volesky, Koskan, and McIntyre

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION, Urging action to stop mergers and acquisitions by large-1

scale agribusiness corporations.2

WHEREAS, major multinational corporations and cooperatives are consolidating their3

economic control of the food and agriculture industry in numerous ways, with the ultimate effect4

of driving American farm families off the land or into a new indentured servitude; and5

WHEREAS, this economic concentration is driving the environmental devastation caused6

by factory farms; and7

WHEREAS, the effort by Smithfield Foods and by Tyson Foods to acquire hog and beef8

packer IAP threatens the existence of any semblance of a free market in those industries:9

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the House of Representatives of the Seventy-10

sixth Legislature of the State of South Dakota, the Senate concurring therein, that Congress be11

urged to enact federal legislation to halt for a period of at least twenty-four months all mergers12

and acquisitions between agribusiness of at least one hundred million in annual sales. This13

legislation would specifically include meat packers and 14

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the attorney general of South Dakota be urged to take15



- 2 - HCR 1012

aggressive action against currently proposed and yet-to-be announced mergers and acquisitions1

that would cause further market concentration and price discrimination against family farm2

agricultural producers. In particular, the attorney general be urged to act now to stop the3

proposed buyout of hog and beef packer IBP by either Smithfield Food or Tyson Foods; and4

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the federal Department of Justice (DOJ) be urged to5

reject the buyout of IBP by either Smithfield or Tyson.6


